THE | 


FOLLY and DANGER 


Of the Preſent 
ASSOCIATIONS 
| Demonſtrated: 
With ſome Propoſals for rendring that Zeal 


for LiBERTY, which appears in all 
Ranks of People, of Real Uſe and Ad- 


— to the Fw 


| Humbly inſcribed to the Members of the 
| ſeveral ASSQCIA TIONS, 


2 
* 


— 


oy a Citizen of Was TM. INS TER. 


„ 


r 


NV e ultra ee 


1 * 


Printed for J. Roninson, at the Golden Lyon in 


Ludgate-ftreet, 1745. | 


22 ERIE & . 


. * 
s * 
— 
Rd 
| : 
| * 
- 
* 

A 

: 

* 
33 
EN 
2 : i 

| . 
1 - 
3 * _ 

1 F Z 
E =» 
| ; - L 


7 


* LY, 
7 


35 7 
| $ 
; 5 * a: 2 E $329" © 
| A> "We 2 p 


Þ</ de Sq $4 


AN 


* E a f 7 1 [ 7 R \ p | OY ; | 
n ; & of | I. | ” C. | 


H E pcttaricable Zeal, that appears 
at preſent amongſt all Ranks of 
People, in favour of our happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, and the Perſon of our moſt gra- 
eidus Sovereign, muſt fill the Minds of every 
honeſt Briton, with unſpeakable Satisfaction; 
ax the ſame time that it muſt overwhelm! the 
| Rebels, and ele private Enemies of our Con- 


ſtution; with" Confuſion and Deſpair, to nge 


the Hopes they had concei ved fruſtrated; by 
the Unanimity which now begins amongſt us: 
for it ĩs certain that the Whole of their Hopes 
vere founded upon the Suppoſttion, that they 
ſniould find us divided amorigft ourſelves, diſ- 
trace vith private Dicontent and the . 
B cient 


5 re) 
cient Britiſh Spirit, ſunk in Party Diviſions 
and Unnatural Diſtinctions, which their E- 
miſſaries had been propagating with uncom- 
mon Zeal and Induſtry, for theſe many Years 
ſt. 

"Wie ſince the Acceſſion of the preſent 
Royal Family, the Party have been indefati- 
gable in their Endeavours, to embroil the 
Nation in Faction, and to impreſs the Vul- 
gar with a mean Opinion of the Royal Fa- 
mily, and the Miniſters they have employed: 
Chuſing rather that they ſhould deſpiſe all 
Go vernment, than that they ſnould retain any 
Affection for his Majeſty ; knowing, that it is 
but a ſhort Tranſition from Anarchy and Con- 
fuſion, to that Form of Government they 
would 2 vi. D and Arbitrary 
Power. 

- - To that End, they hive employed all * 
-Rhetorick ; and uſed all the Means, the Ma- 
lice or Wit of Man could invent, to find out 


Errors in the Adminiſtration : And theſe, tho? 


never ſo rrifling, and. perhaps exiſting no 
where but in their own .Imaginations, they 
were ſure to exaggerate into capital Miſtakes, 
and explain them into a formed Deſign againſt 
the Liberty of the People, which they have 


| (5) 
all along pretended as the Grounds of their 
unnatural Clamounr. | 
In theſe Caſes, it has been 4 conſtant 
Cuſtom, to addreſs themſelves to the Paſſions 
of the People, but never to their Underſtand- 
ings; always chuſing ſome popular Topick to 
harrangue upon. In order to alarm their Fears 
and quicken their Apprehenſions of Dangers, 
purely imaginary, they dreſs up ſome diſmal 
Phantom, in the moſt dreadful Colours; 
placed it, in the moſt moving Attitude: And 
againſt this Apparition of their own Conjur- 
ing, this Man of Straw of their own raiſing, 
they poured out the ſtrongeſt Invectives; and 
| baited the Monſter with ſo much Wit and 
Malice, that the deluded Mob were often 
hurried into a fond Belief of its real Exiſtence. 
By theſe Arts they raiſed a ſeeming Clamour 
againſt the beſt of Kings; and often ſucceeded; 
ſo far, as to diſtreſs the Adminiſtration. They 
had taught the Vulgar ſome Common-place 
Notions, which were vented freely in all Con- 
verſations, and our Ale-houſes and Coffee-houſes 
were filled with Complete againſt the Mi- 
niſtry. 
Having ſucceeded thus far; in deceiving hs | 


People, _ are in their Turns deceived 
B 2 55 them- 


* for ow fondly imagined, from 
this ſeeming Spirit, which tainted almoſt all 
Converſations, that the People were wrought 
up to that Height of Frenzy, which they 
wanted; and were ready to execute the long 
projected Scheme of reſtoring the abdicated 
Houſe of Stemart. But in this, the Event 
ſhews they were ſtrangely miſtaken; and that 
there are Times, when all Exglifemen (how- 


ever ſeemingly they may differ with gne an- 


other, on ſome Occaſions) will yet unite, in 
Defence of their common E againſt 
hoth open and private Enemies. 

Tis the Nature of the People to * 
of a Miniſter's Power; and tis their Intereſt 
to be watchful over their Actions: Men, of 
ambitious and deſigning Spirits, may calily 
work upon the Temper of the Public, and 
may chance to make them Toals, to gratify 
their Ambition or Malice againſt the Miniſter : 
But Artifices of that kind, will always prove 
fruitleſs, when pointed againſt the Saqyereign, 
and recoil with double Vengeance upon the 
Heads of the Cantrivers, wha, (when diſ- 

covered) muſt meet with Hatred and Con- 
cempt from every honeſt SulyeR. 
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_ Tha mm dela nom on foot in all 
Rn are ſo many Proaſa 
Spirit of Liberty in the People, and of - 
their Zeal for the Auguſt Houſe which gow | 
fils the Thrones and a manifeſt Indication, 
that they hayea Juſt Senſe of che many valuable 
Bleſſings we enjoy under his preſent Majeſty's 
Government, and the juſt Abhorrence they 
have of the preſent unnatural Rebellion, 
fomented by. Men of low and deſperate For- 
tunes, grown weary of the Bleſſings of Liberty, 
Peace and Plenty: This Spirit, could never 
manifeſt itſelf ſo univerſally, but from a 
thorough Conviction, that our Happinefs, our 
Religion and Liberty, and every. valuable 
_ conſtitutional Privilege, depends upon his 
_ Majeſty's Poſſeſſion of the Crown of theſe 
Kingdoms, and the fruſtrating the Hopes of 
a Popiſh Pretender, and his unnatural Ad- 


It is the Intereſt, as, well, as che Du of 
every honeſt Subject, to endeavour in his 
Sphere, and as much as in him lies, to en- 
courage and promotes thu Spirit in his Country» 
men; and to direct that Zeal, which appears 
ſo conſpicuous, to ſome wiſe Ends and Pur» 


poſes; eſpecially to make it uſeful to the great = 


0 J . 

End propoſed. It it not ſufficient that the 
People in general, expreſs their Willingneſs 
to riſk their Lives and Fortunes in defence of 
his Majeſty's Title and their own civil and re- 
ligious Liberty, unleſs that Zeal is properly 
conducted. Inſtead of anſwering the great End 
propoſed, it may, by an unhappy Reverſe, 
prove deſtructive of what the Public is fo 
anxious to preſerve, and that Fire may be 
ſpent in mere Show and Preparation, which 
ought to exhauſt itſelf upon the Rebels. 
T wou'd not be underſtood to mean, that 
this is the Caſe of the preſent Aſſociations. 
T hope not. "Yet I cannot help expreſſing my 
Fear, that the Benefits ariſing from them, wilt 
not, in the End, anſwer our Expectations, or 


indeed juſtify the great Expence, to which 
the well-meaning Fare of my Countrymen 


ſubject themſelves, by entering into them, 1 


hope an impartial Enquiry into the Utility of 
theſe Meaſures, will not be conſtrued into an 


Intention of diſcouraging that neceſſary Zeal; 
but will be received by the Public, as I really 
mean it, a fincere Deſire of promoting it, by 
3 i into a Cn” 5 nn 3 
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9 1 
1 think: ok of the Aſſoeiations, except 
that of St. Martin's, ſeem intended ſor no other | 
End, but the raiſing of „% Kei 1 1 
| Men, for the Defence of particular Diſtricts, | 
7 during the Continuance of the Rebellion; 
and moſt, if not all of them ſtipulate, that theſe 
Corps are not to ſerve, but within ſo many 
Miles of the Province they are raiſed in. 
: Leet us ſuppoſe then, that every Man in 
| England, capable of bearing Arms, ſhould 
enter himſelf into one or other of theſe Aſſo- 
ciations: The Conſequence would be, that, 
inſtead of defeating the Hopes of the Pre- 
tender, it is impoſſible to think of any thing 
that would be more for his Advantage: Be- 
cauſe if he can leave Scotland with a Power 
ſufficient to defeat the Aſſociated Forces of 
one County, he may with that Number, 
which, I think, need not be ſuppoſed very 
con ſiderable, march from one End of the 
Iſland: to the other: Since the Hands of all i 
the reſt of the Kingdom are ſuppoſed bound 
up, by the Aſſociations, from making the leaſt 
Oppoſition, until they come within the ſti- 
pulated Diſtance. | 
This is a capital taconvenience. ariſing 8 


theſe Aſſociations, according to the preſent 
| P lan, 


0 

erident to the meaneſt 
There is another equally 
plain; that is, has che high Premium given 
ww thoſe who enfſt into theſe aflotiared Corps, 
| up the Charmel, by which the regular 
Porces are fipplicd with Men; for no Perſon, 
However wing to bear Arms, will chuſe to 
go into che Army for the common Wages of 


Funn, when af 


| Sir pence 4 Day, when they can Have, in their 


Teveral Counties, or Pariffies, Pight-patice, 
and thar withour ſubjedting themſelves co 
Marcin! Law. 
In tte next Place, Ar le who have licher 
th aſſoxiated, took upon theniſelves as erempt. 
ed from ſerving in the Militia, which muſt 
fabjett che reſt of the Subjects to à lirger 
Share of Duty, thun they would otherwiſe be 
fable to: Suppofing that half the Iuhabitants 
of the City of Weflminſtry were affhciated, and 
claimed an Exemption, would ie not follow, 
char che other half would be obliged to do 
double Duty in their Milieia Caparity ? This is 
4 Hajdfhip put upon chem, which I doubt 
much if they art obliged to ſubmit to, with- 


out their own Conſent. I kriow this for cer- 


tain, that each Houſclkeeper, in proportion to 


the Rent he pays, is obliged to furniſh” the 
; I þ Militia ; 


| | 64110) 
| Militia : 1 know no Reafon why ay Number 
of the Inhabitants ſhould have it in their own 
Power, to exempt themſelves, or change the 
Manner of diſcharging this Duty, at leaſt 
without the Conſent of the major Part of the 
Inhabitants: This is a kind of diſpenſing 
Power, which is warranted by no Laws now in 
force ; and I cannot ſay but J am forry to ſee 
it pretended to by any Authority, however 
dignified, Some time ago an Advertiſement 
was publiſhed in the Papers, ' ſignifying, © that 
* they were authoriſed by the bigheſt Authority 
0 promiſe an Exemption from Service in the 
4 Militia,” I own, I cannot figure to myfelf 
any Authority leſs than an Act of Parliament, 
ſufficient to juſtify ſuch? Exemption; and 
T am rather inclined to believe, that the Au- 
thor of that Advertiſement publiſhed it with- 
out Authority, than to fancy that any of the 
Miniſtry would be ſo weak, as to pretend to 
a Power to diſpenſe with any of was known 5 
Laws of the Land. | | 
I, then, the aſſociated lubabitentt canndt 
de exempred from Militia Duty, they mult 
find themſelves pur to a great deal of Charge, 


and involved in two Services incompatible 


with each other; and in ſuch Confuſion, as 
TT. Jn may, 


: _ x (4834) 

may, in a great Meaſure, diſappoint the 
main Deſign of their well-meant Zeal. Be- 
ſides, I have ſome Doubt of the Legality of 
theſe Aſſociations, without the Authority of 
Parliament : I have ſome dark Remembrance 
of an Act of Parliament, prohibiting ſuch Aſ- 
ſociations; and I cannot help thinking it con- 
ſonant to Reaſon, ſince according to this Plan, 
Numbers of diſaffected Perſons may, under a 

Colour of Zeal for the preſent Adminiſtration, 

furniſh themſelves with Arms, which they may 
at pleaſure turn againſt the Government, Iam 
far from thinking this the Caſe of any already 
engaged; but I would only hint, that as ſuch 
a Thing is poſſible, more than ordinary 


| Care ought to be uſed, to prevent falſe 


Friends from impoſing upon the Public at 
this dangerous Conjuncture. One thouſand 
Men aſſociated under Pretence of Zeal, would 
be of worſe Conſequence to the Government, 
than if double that Number of diſaffected Per- 
ſons were incorporated either with the Militia 
or regular Forces. In the one Caſe their U- 
nity would make them formidable; whereas 


while diſperſed, thoſe Corps, into which they 


were incorporated, would keep chem to their 


Duty. | 
pt 7 | Theſe 


(13) 


Theſe are ſome of the Inconveniencies at- 


tending the Aſſociations. Let us examine their 
Advantages, and ſee if there is any Proportion 
between the one and the other. In the firſt 


Place, are theſe Corps any better than the 


Militia ? Pl! venture to affirm, that they are 
not ; they are either made up of Men hired 
to ſerve at an advanced Price, or of the 


Houſekeepers themſelves, if they are all of the 


firſt, they are abſolutely worſe than the Militia ; 
becauſe, at a general Riſing of the Militia of 


any one Diſtrict, there muſt be a great many 
Houſekeepers amongſt them, who muſt in- 
fluence a Number of the others; and as every 
Man acts in the Militia, in the Preſence of his 
Neighbours, a Senſe of Shame will inſpire him 
with Courage, to which he might find him- 
ſelf a Stranger, if he was acting in any other 
Place where he was not known. 


This Motive the hired Aſſociator has not p] 
he enters for the Sake of Pay, and perhaps 


flatters himſelf, that he never will have any 
Occaſion to look an Enemy in the Face; and 


tis more than ten to one, when he is forced 


to that, but he ſhelters himſelf from Danger, 
by a L Flight; as he has nothing to loſe 
S I Kg 


„ 
by the Event but his Life, he muſt neceſſatily 
think it but Prudence to preſerve t. 


I think it impoſſible, that any Man in his : 


Senſes, can imagine, that theſe Men are, or 


| can. be better diſciplined, than the Militia, I 


ſuppoſe, when they are inliſted, they are en- 


| tirely. ignorant of Milicary Diſcipline z they 
muſt be inſtructed then, before they are good 


for any Thing; if ſo, the ſame Time and 


Pains beſtowed upon the Militia, will make 


them as good Soldiers as any other of equal 
Standing, and conſequently a Militia Soldier, 
is in this reſpect juſt as uſeful to the Govern» 
ment, as the hired Aſſociator; and for Cou- 
rage, I hope they are upon a Par, unleſs there 


is any Conjuration in either of the Names that 
can fix Cowardice upon the one, and g | 


upon the other. 


There may, tis poſible, be a in the 


Uniform, which is propoſed at a great Ex- 


pence, that muſt inſpire Courage ; ; there may 


be ſome ſecret Charm, in a Blew Coat and 
Braſs Buttons, which is not to be attained in 
Brown or other Colours ; if there is, it is a 
Secret, found out only in this Age, which has 


been very productive of new Diſcoveries: And 


d it n be of "ws Advantage to the 


Public, 


(35). 
Public, I . it will be made public by ſome 


of the Members of the Royal Society, in a 
learned Diſſertation upon. its couragious * 


lities, the manner of its Operation, Sc. 


hope the Authors will let us know, if its wel - 


tues are communicated inſtantaneouſly, or by 


ſlow Degrees; if there is any peculiar Quality, 


requiſite i in the Wearer to produce its Effects; 


or if it is to be attained, like Goſpel Privi- 
| leges, by ſtrong Faith and a warm Imagina- 


tion; if its Effects are laſting, or if it beſtows 


an indelible Character, like the Parſan's Caf- 


ſock. I'm ſure a Treatiſe upon the Virtues of 
true Blue and Braſs Buttons, if handled phi- 
lolophically, muſt be received by the Public 


with greater Applauſe, than the Diſcovery of 


Mrs, Stevens's Medicine for the Stone, or the 


Biſhop of Cloyne's more renown'd Diſſertation. 


on efficacious Tar Water. 
However, if there is nothing i innate in this 
ſame Blue Cloth, I ſhall venture to conclude 


from what I have ſaid, that. the hired Aſſo- 
ciator is abſolutely a Creature of as little Uſe, Diſ- 


_ Cipline or Courage, as we poſſibly can imagine ; 
and that thoſe well meaning Subjects, who raiſe 


them at their own Expence, have no rational 


. to — any Credit, or the Go- 
vernment 


nnen 
eee 1 


(16) 

vernment to depend upon any Sort of Security, 

either from their Courage or Conduct. 
But, let us ſee what Figure the aſſociated 

Houſekeeper muſt make in compariſon of the 
Militia. I own, (without ſuppoſing any con- 
juring Quality in Blue and Braſs) that theſe 
have by much the Advantage of the hired Aſ- 
ſociator; but I cannot for my Life underſtand, 
why the ſame Houſekeeper cannot make as 
formidable an Appearance at the Artillery 
Ground amongſt the Militia, as at the thatched 
Houſe Rendezvous: It is morally impoſſible, 
that Gun Powder and cold Iron ſhould affect 
him in one Capacity more than another; if ſo, 
then the Aſſociation of this Sort is no better 5 
than the Militia, and is in fact, only changing a 
' ſhort Word for a long, Militia for Aſſociation. 
This laſt is ſomewhat ſounding, and may, for 
ought I know, be ſomewhat cabaliſtical'; and 
every Body knows the ſtrange Effects of Sound, 
but eſpecially of Numbers, both in Military 
and Civil Affairs: However, I cannot ſee, how 
the poor Word Militia comes to be fo much 
in Diſrepute, whatever the Wearer may be; 
I dare anſwer for it, by the Authority of my 


ee pet Of that the Word itſelf is of as 
ancient 


„ 
ancient and honourable an Eng, as his 


Rival Aſociation. 
If, then, an jy . of Houſckeepers 


= nothing elſe, but another Word for a dif- 
guiſhed Detatchment of the Militia, what, in 
the Name of Goodneſs, can prompt them to 
get out of their natural and lawful Sphere, 
and ſeparate themſelves from their Neigh- 
bours, at ſo vaſt a Trouble and ſo unneceſſary 
an Experice, without being able, in their new 
Capacity, of anſwering any wiſe End or Pur- 
poſe, but what might be obtained in their 
natural Capacity as Members of the Militia, 
with leſs Trouble, and not a third of the Ex- 
pence:? . 
Thus I have RE all che Advantages 
and Diſadvantages of the Aſſociations, and I be- 
live it muſt appear to every Capacity, that the 
| Inconveniencies attending them, by far exceeds 
any Benefit that can be expected from them. 
The Deſign of them is undoubtedly good and 
laudable ; but the ſame Spirit properly di- 
rected, may, without doubt, produce much 
greater Advantages than can poſſibly be ex- 
pected from the preſent Meaſures. 
It is the Misfortune of theſe Kingdoms, that 


the Militia has been but too much neglected 3 
"= 


. of j | 
and it is certain, had proper Pains been taken 
in time, to exerciſe the Subject, and train up 

the Touth to the Exerciſe of Arms, that 
Spirit which now appears, might be much 


1 more depended on, for the Security of the Con- = 


ſtitution, than at preſent. 
However, as Matters are, the Militia may 


fill be of great Service, if the Houſekeepers 


themſelves would take up Arms, and not de- 
pend upon Hirelings. The Motives which Men 
have to take up Arms, muſt always have a 
very great Influence upon their natural Cou- 
rage. The Hireling, who goes to the Field 
only to earn his daily Wages, has but weak Mo- 
tives to riſk his Life in the Defence of his 
Country. His Notions of Liberty are but 
confuſed and cold; whereas, the Houſckeepet's 
muſt he ſuppoſed to be animated with a Dif- 
ferent Spirit z his Knowledge of the Happineſs he 

enjoys under our happy Eſtabliſnment, fires 
him with Zeal for its Preſervation; the 
Thoughts of his Property, his Wife and Fa- 


mily, animate his Courage in their Defence: 


Whereas, the Hireling has nothing in view, 
but the Preſervation of his abject Life, which 
he riſks with Reluftance, and muſt take the 
firſt Opportunity to fave, without regard to 
I = nl 


6 
his Honour, of which he has no Notion, or 
the Intereſt of his Conſtituent, whoſe Concerns 


affect him but coldly. 
Our All is now at ſtake ; there is no Time 


for trifling; a Conlideration which ſhould 
make Men aſhamed, to delegate another Man 


in their Places, while they have Health or 
Strength to weild a Weapon in Defence of the 
Public. Thoſe Men ſhould conſider, if they 


would truſt in the Hands of one of theſe Hire- 


lings, the Management of any Part of their 
private Eſtate? would they truſt one of them 
with the Value of twenty Pounds? I am con- 
vinced they would not; if ſo, how is it thay 
in this Caſe they truſt them with their Liberty, 
their Religion and Property, which they cer- 
tainly do, when they delegate them to fight 


in their Room; they put it in their Power to 


give up theſe valuable Bleſſings when they 
pleaſe, and truſt to their Courage that which 
no Man in his Senſes would truſt to their 
Honeſty. | | 

If then, every Houſekeeper would ſerve in 
the Militia himſelf, we might expect that the 
great Motives they have to act vigorouſly, 


would awaken the old Britiſh Err and en- 


D . able 


5 
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able them to act with that dees which be- 
comes true Britiſh Subjects. 

Is it not a Shame, that the Abettors of a 
Popiſh Pretender, ſhould act with more Zeal 
than the Friends of a Proteſtant Government ? 
The Clans of the Highlands do not confine 
their Zeal to ten or a dozen of Miles from 
their own Homes; nor do they diſcharge their 
Loyalty to the Houſe of Stewart by Proxy: 
No, they appear in the Field themſelves, and 
expreſs a Zeal for Slavery and Arbitrary Power, 
which ought at leaſt to be followed, as an Ex- 
ample by the Friends of Liberty. Our Mo- 
tives are ſtronger than theirs; we have every 
Thing that can affe& vs as Subjects, as Men, 
and Chriſtians, to animate our Zeal. Let us 
then ſhew that we are not deaf to theſe Calls, 
and let us truſt the Defence of them into 
Hands but our own. 

The Militia thus filled kh Men of Pro- 
perty, and not Mercenaries, may be fafely 
- depended on, for the Defence and Peace of 
the ſeveral Counties; but in order to diſperſe 


the Rebels, we muſt truſt to our regular 
Forces; and to increaſe the Number of theſe, 


ouglit to be the chief Deſign of all Aſſociations. 
Were 


. 
Were it poſlible to petſwade che Free holdert 
ad Moeuſokeeperd to Jem with, and incor- 
porate themſelves with theſe Corps, they 
might ſoon be increaſed to ſuch a Number, 
a would put us out of all Apptehenſions from 
the Number of the Rebels. 
To bring this about, I would humbly pro 
poſe that un AR Hould pals, declaring, that 
all Perſons entring thetiſelves into any of the 
 thould have their Diſcharge within a Time 
tled to Chelſea, if diſabled ; a Penſion fetded 
on their Widows, if killed; and a certain Sum, 

by way of Smart-money, if wounded yz that 
they ſhould, after the Rebellion is quaſhed, be 
entitled to their Freedom in any City, Town 
or Corporation within Britain, where tliey 
ſhould chuſe to ſettle; that every Frecholder 
entitled to vote at Elections, and every Houſe- 
keeper renting a Houſe of ten Pounds a Year, 
who ſhould ſerve perſonally, ſhould be allowed 
to wear ſome Badge to diſtinguiſh him from 
the Mercenaries; and tho incorporated with 
the Regular Hs ſhould nevertheleſs be tried 


by * Laws enacted for governing the Militia 
1 


If woch an Act was ds 1 flatter myſelf that 
the Army would ſoon be filled, not only with 
a able-bodied Men, but with Men who have 
Property in the Country, whoſe Courage 
would be equal to the Riſk they run in the 
Event. Was this Propoſal followed, and the 
ſeveral Aſſociations turned upon the Plan of 
St. Martins, I doubt not but in a few Weeks 
we ſhould find ſome Benefit from the noble 

Zeal of all Ranks of People; whereas at pre- 
ſent it is likely to evaporate into nothing but 
Noiſe, empty Show, 2 a Nn. tho? RON; 
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